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23) Friedrich Wilhelm Karl Miller
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25) Karel Andreas 26) lingua franca
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rake, the author 's search in various dictionaries yields the following results:
rake = a young branch in Western Gilan; nka = a boy, offspring in Mazandaran;
rake = any fresh growth or blossom-bearing branch in Borhan Qate’. And so tar
and rake have combined and in the course of time the two elements have fused
together to yield the present-day tarke.
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in words that define every type of goat and sheep and what they produce in the
way of meat, milk and wool. The present paper is a monograph that the author
has prepared after a substantial amount of field work on the vocational practices
of the people of Davan, especially in regard to the animals they breed. The
author  systematically expounds these terms, transcribes their local
pronunciation and gives also their equivalents in standard Persian, wherever
there are such equivalents. For instance bal javur is a goat with large ears and a
reddish brown body. Or talek is just a grey kid.

An Old Anthology of Select Lines from Ferdowsi's Sahname
M. Zaker al-Hos€ini
(Academy of Persian Language and Literature)
“Ektiyarat-e Sahname" is the title of an anthology of select lines from the
Sahname, which was compiled in 474 A.H./1081-82 C.E. by a certain "Ali ibn
Ahmad for Malek Shah, the Seljuk monarch. The selected lines, 2417 couplets to
be exact, have been divided into thirteen chapters on the basis of their subject
and the selection is preceded by a prologue of 139 couplets and succeeded by an
epilogue of 61 couplets composed by the compiler himself. A single manuscript
of this work has survived; it was copied in the 9th/15th century for the Ottoman
Sultan Muhammad Fatih, and it is now being kept in the Gotha Library in
Germany. And now the text of this book has been published in Iran by the
Centre for the Study of Khorasan in Mashad, co-edited by Mostafa J eyhunit and

Mohammad Fesaraki.

In this paper, the author examines ~Ekfiyarat-e Sahname" at length,
discusses the book's merits, and also the poetical quality of the prologue and the
epilogue, and finally finds the work on the whole useful for the difficult process

of preparing a definitive edition of the Sahna me.

On the Etymology of Tarke

E. Mehrabi
In this short paper the author sets out to investigate the etymology of the Persian
word tarke, which means a slender young bough, a switch. The author suggests
that the word is made up of two elements: tar and rake. And he sets out to
document each one. There are many instances in which far is used and the
author finds that in each case the meaning is young, fresh or succulent. As for
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the beloved. No manuscript from the poet's own time has survived, and as a
result his divan contains many lines which are now considered to be later
interpolations. Likewise many generations of scribes who have copied his poems
may well have tampered with Baba Taher's text in order to make his language
more palatable to mainstream Persians.

Dr. Mowla'T's “tips" for working towards a new edition of the poet's divan
are based on a close examination of the oldest extant manuscript of the poems,
the MS. now in the museum at Qoniya, Turkey, dated 848 A.H. (1444 C.E.).
Even though four centuries separate this MS. from the times of the poet, and
even though the MS. contains no more than eight quatrains and two stanzas of
three and six couplets respectively, enough internal evidence exists in the text,
the author believes, to provide a few guidelines for future editors. Some of these:

— The metrical patterns do not follow exactly the same rules that Sams Qeys
has laid down for classical Persian poetry. In Baba Taher the first couplet is often
written in one meter (mafa ‘ilon mafa “ilon fa'ulon ) and the second couplet in a
variant of the same meter (fa 'elaton mafa ‘ilon fa'ulon). Therefore those
quatrains in the poet's divan that have a single meter may not be Baba Taher's,
or may have been heavily tampered with.

— A characteristic feature of Baba's text is the presence of a ~transitive past
tense" which has survived only in some western Iranian dialects, for instance
man...zad dast rather than zadam dast, which would be its equivalent in Dari
Persian. If some quatrain is found to be wholly devoid of this verb form it may
well be spurious.

— Again, another remnant of the Middle Persian of the Western regions in
the poetry of Baba Taher is the first person nominative pronoun az (which has
been replaced by man in Dari Persian), e.g. az an espide bazam Hamada ni... (1
am the white hawk of Hamadan...).

The Terminology of Animal Husbandry in the Davani Dialect

AN. Salami
Davan is an old village north of the city of Kazerun in Fars province, which is
better known than the other villages in the area because it is the birth-place of
Allameh-ye Davani, a 9th /15th century Islamic theologian who is the author of
several scholarly works. The inhabitants of Davan -- dwindling in number in
recent years -- have long been goat and sheep herders. They live in close
proximity to the Qashqai nomads, but they speak an Iranian dialect which is rich
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English, but they have been adapted to the Japanese phonology. For instance
radio has become rajio and automation has been transformed into otomeshon .
One can also find in Japanese loan-words from other European languages and
also from the Middle East. Pirdfu (from the English pilaff, which is itself a
corruption of the Persian polow) and kiyosuku (from kiosk in English and
ultimately from kushk in Persian) are two such words.

In this paper, the author examines the question of loan-words in Japanese in
depth and at length, and starts off with a historical account of how Japan
borrowed Chinese ideograms in the 3rd century to produce a writing system of
its own (which has become known as kanji) and how later two phonetic
alphabets (hirdgand and kdtakand ) were developed to record the pronunciation
of foreign words. With the arrival of the first European traders and Christian
missionaries in Japan in the middle of the 16th century, a few European words
found their way into Japanese, but this trickle became a torrent after the Meiji
Restoration in 1868, when Japan decided to modernize its society and catch up
with the West.

Many of the first loan-words were for things which had not existed in Japan
previously, but the author finds that some Japanese citizens are now using
foreign loan-words for objects or practices which already have a Japanese name,
for example kisu (= to kiss) in place of the Japanese seppun. This is not only a
linguistic phenomenon but also a sociological one, and cannot be explained on
purely linguistic grounds. According to the author these users of foreign terms
may be trying to impress their listeners with their modern attitude and
worldliness.

Much debate is currently going on in Japan about the question of loan-words
and the difficulties of the Japanese script, and the author believes that the
question is far from settled and in the meanwhile, fresh borrowings of foreign
words into Japanese will continue.

Some Guidelines for Editing the Quatrains of Baba Taher
Cangiz Mowla'i
(Tabriz University)
The quatrains of Baba Taher, the 4th/10th century mystic (d. in 410/1019), enjoy
a good degree of populariy in Iran and other Persian-speaking lands. They have
been written in the local dialect of Hamada n, his birth-place, and express in a
simple everyday language the concepts of love and the pain of separation from
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a mixture of Persian and Arabic, and so full of allusions to the Holy Qur'an and
the Traditions and the Prayers and to Arabic sayings and poetry that a reader
who is not well versed in Arabic and the Koranic lore will not truly appreciate
the Maktu bat."

The author underscores all the fine intricacies of Mawlana's prose in these
letters in a systematic fashion and goes on to recommend to universities to make
the Maktii bat required reading for all graduate and Ph.D. students of Persian
literature.

Why the Elephant Was Moved to a Dark House
F. Mojiaba'i
(Academy of Persian Language and Literature)
The story of some men being asked to touch an elephant in darkness and then
visualize the shape of the animal on the basis of the part they have touched is
well-known. It has been told by Mawlana Jalal ed-Din Mohammad Balki/Rumi
in Book III of the Masnavt. It is originally an Indian parable which has found its
way into a number of Persian literary sources. But the original story is
significantly different from Mawlana's version. There, a number of blind men are
asked to touch the different parts of the elephant in broad daylight and then
report on their findings.

Why has Mawlana introduced this twist in the story, asks the author. It is a
deliberate change, he answers, for the sake of driving a point home, and that
point is the importance of having a correct nazargah or point of view. It is
obvious that when you are talking of Sufi wayfarers trying to find a way out of the
Darkness of Ignorance towards Light, towards the Light of Spiritual Knowledge,
it will not do if these wayfarers are permanently blind. Hence the change of
location for the elephant.

Loan-Words in Japanese
H. Rajabzade
(Osaka University of Foreign Studies)
The Japanese language is full of loan-words, perhaps more so than in any other
language. Professor Rajabzade tells us that the number of these imported words,
which deal mostly with some aspect of modernism or Western lifestyle, reached
30,000 in the 1980's. Most of these, called gdirdigo in Japanese, are originally
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The Literary Value of Rumi's Letters

G. Haddad-"Adel
One hundred and fifty letters, written by the great poet Mawlana Jalal ed-Din
Mohammad of Balk , and later in life of Rim, who is better known in the West as
plain Rumi, have survived and they have been published in numerous editions
under the title of Maktubat . The author embarks in this paper on a close
examination of these letters in an endeavour to highlight their literary merits.
The latest edition of these letters, edited by Towfiq H. Sobhant and published by
Markaz-¢ Nasr-e DaneSgahi (Iran University Press) in 1371/1982 has been
subjected to the closest scrutiny.

These letters make up a diverse lot; some have been addressed to the high
personages of Mawlana's time on behalf of a friend or relative who has been in
difficulty, some are amicable missives exchanged with close friends, and a
number of them have been written to his sons and daughter-in-law to offer
advice. By reading these letters one can have glimpses of life in a 7th/13th
century Sufi order in Quniyyah (Koniya), but more than that one can see a great
literary mind at work, with a supreme mastery of language and vocabulary that
enables it to give birth to such an everlasting work as the Masnavt.

The author pays close attention to the beginning and ending of the letters,
and to the forms of address used, which was a highly specialized routine at the
time, citing appropriate examples as he goes along. When a vizier is addressed
several lines of titles and prayers precede the body of the letter, and when the
letter is written to a friend, just two lines of poetry, in Persian or Arabic, suffice.
“The letters of Mawlana ," writes the author, “are from the beginning to the end
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