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2) Cf. Gohlman, W. E., The Life of Ibn Sina. A Critical Edition and Annotated Translation, New
York, 1974.
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Adab al-Muluk: Ein Handbuch zur islamischen Mystik aus dem 4./10. Jahrhundert.
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Gesellschaft, Beiruter Texte und Studien, vol. 37. Beirut and Stuttgart: Franz
Steiner Verlag, 1991. Pp. 34 (German) + 145 (Arabic). DM 58.
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Summary of Articles

major finding, which should surprise no-one, is that the Tehrani accent — the
Persian spoken in the Iranian capital and broadcast to the whole country via
radio and television — is fast overwhelming all the local dialects.

Siraf, Shilav

Naser BAQA'1
The bone of contention is finding the right linguistic components in the name of
this historical port city on the Persian Gulf. Is Siraf really derived from of+ &
(3irab) as some early Iranian geographers suggest? And is Sirab really the
shortened form of Ardesir-ab, as some modern scholars would have us believe?
Or is the variant form Silav, which has been widely used by Arab travellers, an
indication of Siraf's true etymology? The author is in favour of this last
suggestion, and delves into the lexicons of several local Iranian dialects to trace
the different meanings and applications of 4L (usually valley, gully, ravine,
canal, etc.) to prove his point. So he believes that i, has been originally k.

+u7j.

K. Emami
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Relics of the Indo-European Root *ak-/*ok- in Persian
Hasan Rezam Bagbidi

The Indo-European root *ak-/*ok -, meaning "sharp; sharp-edged; sharp stone
(used as a tool)" can be seen in a number of Persian words, both native and
borrowed, some of the most important of which are: i (in euul, oKul, aul,
S, ulsl, ol 5, Wy, etc.); Olewi; Kiw, and most probably tﬂ, wsyl, Kyl
«Lsl and Kal.

At the end of the article, the author enumerates some common French loan
words in Persian derived from the same Indo-European root, and introduces
their Persian equivalents.

Some Do's and Don'ts for Scribes

Hasem Ranbzade
Professor Radbzade, who is engaged in a study of the forms and rules of official
correspondence in Iran in the course of the centuries, this time describes some
routines by scribes which were more or less recommended (but not compulsory)
practice because of the propitious effect that they were supposed to have on the
business at hand. Some of these, which the author has gleaned from various
manuals, some written in Iran and some in Mughol India, are the following:

The Reed Pen. The scribe should always hold an odd number of clean and
sharpened reed pens in readiness. The stem of the pen should be straight and
free from the knotted joint. The scribe should never put the pen in his mouth,
but he may rest it on top of one ear.

The Inkstand. The ink should be free-flowing and fragrant (with the help of a
little musk or rose-water) and the inkstand should be always clean. The scribe
should never place the inkstand on a high place (which may fall and cause the
downfall of the scribe).

The Paper. The page upon which a message has been penned should never be
perfectly rectangular. Scribes were in the habit of cutting a slice off the bottom
margin in order to mar the geometrical perfection of the page.

A Phonological Study of the Isfahani Accent, and some Local Dialects of
Central Iran

SASAN SEpANTA
Dr. Sepanta is professor of phonology at the University of Isfahan. His first
recordings of speech patterns of his fellow Isfahanis and the inhabitants of the
neighbouring areas go back some forty years. Recently he has revived a project
for the compilation of voice recordings from the various dialects spoken in the
province of Isfahan, a project which was first conceived and launched in 1973. In
this article, he gives a progress report and enumerates some of his findings. One
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Mo Xaba'T agrees in conclusion with Professor Kadkani that the true recipient of
the letters was not Abu Sa’id Ab1 al-Keyr but a vizir also named Abu Sa’id (or
Abu Sa'd) of Hamada n. The similarity of the two names caused the confusion.

The Game of Polo, Iranian-style

A. AdarnTS
The game of o8> (or polo as it is known in English) is of Iranian origin, even
though it is not a popular sport here today; it is in fact a threatened species and
requires much care and protection ifit is to survive in its birthplace. Polo was the
royal sport of the Sassanians; it spread to the neighbouring countries of Asia;
and it was in India that it was discovered by the British, who introduced it to the
West in the latter half of the 19th century. Sir Percy Sykes claims (in his book,
Ten Thousand Miles in Persia, or Eight Years in Iran, London, 1902) that he
reintroduced the game of polo to Iran by staging a polo match in Tehran in 1897.

The author, a professor of Arabic literature, then singles out a gasida in
Arabic in praise of the game of polo by the well-known Arab poet Abu Nowas,
and reviews in the process all the references to the game that are found in
Persian literature.

The poem by Abu Nowas describes how two groups of youth in Baghdad
engage in a spirited polo match and how one side finally triumphs and wins the
wager. In the poet's flowery language few technical details emerge, but one point
becomes clear: the ball was made of leather, and it was stuffed with wool.

The Suffix "<U."in Modern Persian and Its Precedents in Middle Persian

1raj PORUSANT
The author investigates in the article the present state of the suffix "-nak", which
combines mostly with nouns to form adjectives. He cites over one hundred cases
found in Dr. Mo'in's Persian dictionary, such as St , Steis, and Stei>y and
scrutinizes them to conclude that:

a) Three quarters of the compounds have been formed by the suffix being
adjoined to a noun, and the rest by the introduction of an adjective or a verbal
element.

b) The newly-formed adjectives are all descriptive by nature and denote the
presence of a quality or particularity possessed by the noun.

c¢) The suffix in question continues to be active and viable. As a case in point,
the author cites the newly-coined <Stw S from a contemporary piece of prose.

The author then traces the Modern Persian suffix back to its earlier forms in
Pahlavi (Middle Persian) which were "enak" or "enag", and were themselves
developed from an earlier suffix that was used to form present participles.
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The Story of the Meeting of Avicenna with the Grand Mystic Sheikh
Abu-Sa‘id and Their Correspondence
Fathollah Mouaba'l

The collected writings of Abu "Ali Sina (Avicenna) contain several letters in
which he answers a number of questions dealing with philosophy, logic and
gnosticism which were put to him by the grand mystic Abu-Sa'1d Ab1 al-Keyr.
The letters are quoted or cited in works by several later authors including ‘Ayn
al-Qozat of Hamadan. And then there is an account, in Sheikh Abu Said's
biography, written by one of his descendants in 540 AH/1145-46 AD, of the
emotional meeting which is supposed to have taken place in Meyhaneh (in
Korasan) between the two great men.

Professor MoXabai sets out to cast doubt on the possibility of such a meeting,
and such an exchange of correspondence, having ever taken place. Why? He cites
many reasons, some intellectual, and some geographic. The two men were two
completely different types; Ibn Sina was the epitome of rationality, and Abu
Sa’id was a total intuitive mystic. By virtue of his education Abu Sa’id could not
have formulated the sort of questions that we find in the letters. And if Abu "Ali
Sina was in fact addressing the mystic Abu Sa’id, when he was writing his answers,
he would not have included some elementary teachings about religion. And then
again, at the time that the two men are supposed to have met, they were
thousands of miles apart, with the mystic residing in Korasan and the man of
science in Hamada n or Isfahan.

The author then quotes a number of other scholars, including Reynold A.
Nicholson and Professor Safi'i Kadkani of Tehran University who also have had
reservations about this famous meeting and exchange of letters. Professor
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